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bigname audience members to see
experimental, fledgling works, with an
opportunity to make a big impact on
New York industry buffs. But along with
the opportunity comes a big price tag: a
budget of $26,000 that each play must
raise on its Own.

Remembering a time when autistic

children

made him uncomfortable,

e

AUTISM WITH MUSIC

FOR Michael Rasbury the parent,
finding out his son Max was autistic
provoked worry, torment, and anxiety. For
Michael Rasbury the composer and UVA
professor of sound design, finding out
about Max stoked another fire.

“The first thing I did was think: what
may Max be hearing in his head?” Rasbury
explains. “The play uses sound to instigate
the entire fantasy”

He’s speaking about a musical Max
Understood that he -co-composed with
Berkeley-based writer Nancy Carlin in
2007. After hitting several smaller theater
festivals, Max recently hit the big leagues
with an acceptance into the prestigious
New York Musical Theatre Festival.

It's an honor that brings Rasbury a
mixed bag of surprises. Just like his son.

Utilizing his academic knowledge of
sound design, Rasbury, 40, says he was able
to compose a piece rich with “repetitions,
pared-down phrases— things that remind

me of the behaviors I see in my son,” he

such as John Luther Adams and Philip
Glass, Rasbury took observations of
Max and translated them into a musical
dreamscape. ;

“Max Understood is not a dreary, look
through-the-window-at-family-living-
with-autism play,” he insists. “It goes into
a dream state, so we get to see what may
be happening in Max’s head.”

It’s a vision Rasbury hopes to spread
to audience members in order to tear
down the stereotypes and barriers autism
presents.

“The beauty of what Michael is doing
is a ‘when life gives you lemons, you make

Chickenhead Blues Band frontman Aric
van Brocklin. “He’s making sense of it,
from all the viewpoints that he can.”

As for the Festival, it brings in some

BY STEPHA

T

HAR OTTESVILLE DERMATOLOGY

 LOOK AND FEEL YOUR BEST
FORSUMMER

10% Off Restylane® in August

Anna Magee, MD ¢ Deborah Elder, MD ¢ Kristen Savola MD e Lelgh Walsh, Master Aesthetician
600 Peter Jefferson Parkway, Suite 230, Charlottesville, VA 22911
ph. 434-984-2400 = fax 434-984-1147 » www.charlottesvilledermatology.com

AESTHETIC
MEDICINE AND
LASER INSTITUTE

The OBAGI NU-DERM System
A physician-prescribed
Skin care system for
Skin that looks and feels
fresher and younger,

says. Influenced by minimalist composers, |

lemonade’ kind of thing,” says friend and -

LUINENE GEA

STEPHANIE@READT

afton

mountain

VINEYARDS

grapes don’t
' grow in

Rasbury hopes the audience will open
up their hearts, minds— and perhaps
wallets— to what may be the beautiful
reality of an often-painful disorder.

“In the play, I'm trying to show how
beautiful an experience it is,” says Rasbury.
“I don’t want to cure him, but instead want
to harness his creativity and make the best

-of the situation.” Hl

HEHOLI|‘

ugly places.

Labor Day Event

Suncl;i_},f, Scp{cr‘nhur 6 from 12—-6

%5 admission includes frec souveni grlass
5 provided by
-i”’-i !” Y ':

[asten 1o him ot wavw

tasting. Music from |

artist Lewis McCiehiee

i
JEAVISTELC & CTILY

Atton Mounrain Viney:

082709 09.02.09

PHOTO BY WILLIAM WALKER

n NOOH 3HL



	Max1
	Max2

