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Syllogism: Life is absurd. Theater is part of life.
Therefore, theater is absurd.

It’s this kind of logic that can be heard discussed with
deep and silly seriousness in Eugene Ionesco’s 1959
play “Rhinoceros,” in which an entire French town
transforms into a herd of rhinos. The University of
Virginia Department of Drama’s take on the play, well
directed by Marianne Kubic, opened in the Helms
theater on Thursday.

The label “Theater of the Absurd” came to mean plays
based on the idea that life has no inherent meaning.
Beyond that, absurdist plays can take many forms,
depending on playwright, director, actors and
audiences.

Which means that performances of Absurdist plays are like a box of chocolates: you never know what you’re
going to get.

With this production, Kubic and a cast of fine young actors have pulled out some tasty entertainment.

In many ways, this play is perfect for university theater; discussions heard in the first act are not unlike deadly
serious discussions that really happen among students, often enhanced by herbs or similar substances. With
this production, no enhancement is necessary — it’s built in.

The play revolves and evolves around Berenger, a usually drunk, perpetually late Everyman sort of character,
far from perfect but devoted to maintaining his individuality. This is a tough role, well and very physically
performed here by second-year master of fine art student Brad Fraizer. Fraizer is very funny but also creates
a real person within the caricature the script provides.

His foil — Berenger’s best friend, Jean — is a fussy sort of man determined to do things right and set his
friend straight. Mike Long, also a second-year MFA student, is delightfully prissy and self-satisfied as Jean.
Both men have invested both skill and talent into creating characters that work.

Both men also have their female parallel characters. Ameree Cluff, as Daisy, Berenger’s love interest, has
created a real character in this unreal universe, and Sandi Carroll very easily could be a female Jean.

All of the acting in the show is a testament to focus and harder work than the audience might think.

Absurdist plays really are tricky; a bad production can be a worse headache than turning into a rhinoceros
apparently is, and equally lumbering and cumbersome.
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But here, Kubik has worked so well with this company, within a concept of making it fast and making it funny,
that this would be a good production even for someone who’s never seen Absurdist theater.

It’s fast paced and physical and funny. Though the first act is more fun than the second, the second bears the
weight of Ionesco’s message of conformity.

Kubic has involved her designers as much as her actors. Kathryn Springmann’s set design, and the set
changes, are worked into the whole of the play, rather than acting as accessories, and the same is true of
Jonathan Hunter’s lights. Sarah Bryan’s costumes nicely define the characters — in the second act, quite
literally.

Michael Rasbury’s sound design is spectacular, with surround sound and sound moving from one side of the
theater to the other.

This is a very good show, but it is Ionesco. The way to handle Absurdist theater is to avoid trying to make
sense of it as you watch. Just go with it. The whole point is that there’s really not a lot to figure out.

 

Facebook social plugin

CommentPosting as Michael
Rasbury (Not you?)

Add a comment...

Post to Facebook 

Recommend Be the first of your friends to recommend this.

http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=1640de9lg/M=603007053.605282891.1407214051.1158252051/D=ncentart/S=2022776600:N/Y=PARTNER_US/L=fa0520b8-1466-11e2-a8cf-f3273ee0f640/B=46AvOEwNjVU-/J=1350044328928599/K=Ozm_Z4OPyf7A0jzF5BPGfg/EXP=1350051528/A=6043938327920311027/R=0/X=2/SIG=115rj5h3e/*http://www2.dailyprogress.com/jobs/
http://www2.dailyprogress.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://mediageneral.silkroad.com/epostings/
http://www2.dailyprogress.com/
http://www2.dailyprogress.com/contact-us/
http://www2.dailyprogress.com/online/site-information/email/
http://www2.dailyprogress.com/mobile/text_alerts/
http://www2.dailyprogress.com/online/site-information/rss/
http://search.dailyprogress.com/Search.jsp
http://www2.dailyprogress.com/mobile/apps/
http://jobsearch.local-jobs.monster.com/Search.aspx?wt.mc_n=hjnpsearch&ch=cdp&q=&where=Charlottesville,%20VA&re=130&cy=us&brd=1
http://www.cavalierinsider.com/
http://www2.dailyprogress.com/databases/
http://cvilletomorrow.typepad.com/
http://www.cvillepedia.org/mediawiki/index.php/Main_Page
http://www.headlineva.com/
http://www2.newsvirginian.com/
http://www2.orangenews.com/
http://www2.madison-news.com/
http://www2.greene-news.com/
http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://www2.dailyprogress.com/feed/rss/entertainment/arts_theatre/
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
http://developers.facebook.com/plugins/?footer=1
https://www.facebook.com/logout.php?h=AfcQ8G-nMJ02GNaM&is_third_party=0&next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fplugins%2Fcomments.php%3Fapi_key%3D372889242795%26channel_url%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fstatic.ak.facebook.com%252Fconnect%252Fxd_arbiter.php%253Fversion%253D11%2523cb%253Df2ec737bf8%2526origin%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww2.dailyprogress.com%25252Ffdcead8e8%2526domain%253Dwww2.dailyprogress.com%2526relation%253Dparent.parent%26href%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fdailyprogress.com%252Far%252F2260822%252F%26locale%3Den_US%26numposts%3D5%26sdk%3Djoey%26width%3D410

