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Nancy Carlin and Michael Rasbury's musical Max Understood
is unusual musical theatre fare: an imagined trip into the
mind of an autistic child. Based on Rasbury's experiences
with his own child, the show has the ring of authenticity.
The play begins with a collage of sound as young Max
(Marlon Sherman) takes it all in.

We are introduced to the busy Mom (Mary Mossberg) and
Dad (Michael Winther) whose lives have become more
hectic than they ever expected, from having to care for
Max, who spouts out random pop cultural references that he
enjoys, such as television commercials, The Wizard of Oz,
Abercrombie and Fitch, and his electronic toy that has
information about the American Presidents. They bemoan

their lot, wishing they could be normal. Dad is off to work, and as soon as Mom turns her back
to get the laundry, Max is out the door, where he encounters a leaf-blower named Munc
(Everett Quinton) and some neighborhood kids (Ali Stroker, Ramiz Monsef, and Tricia Burns).
Through Max's perceptions, Munc becomes an avuncular figure who dispenses advice and the
kids become Pegasus, Albert Einstein, and a Mermaid. Meanwhile, Mom and Dad are looking for
Max and begin to take on Max's characteristics and obsessions. He is eventually found, and the
parents come to terms with their special child, understanding that he is normal.

The cast is great all around. The play is intentionally surreal, as directed by David Schweizer,
but though it has some very nice moments (especially Albert Einstein's loony hip-hop song
about Mount Rushmore and Munc's setting of Wordsworth's "I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud"),
the play remains intellectually engaging without becoming emotionally so. This may be the fault
of Carlin and Rasbury's lyrics, which, while appropriate for Max's fractured impressions of the
world around him, seem banal when coming from characters like Mom and Dad. Rasbury's
music is fascinating and complicated, employing a New Age Ray Lynch/Philip Glass-like mode of
repeating motifs, and incorporating sampled sounds (washing machines, television commercials,
Max's Presidential toy); quite unlike anything I've heard at the NYMF before.

Max Understood
By Nancy Carlin and Michael Rasbury
Part of the 2009 New York Musical Theatre Festival

45th st Theatre
354 West 45th St.

Remaining performances:
Sunday 10/4 at 1pm
Wednesday, 10/7 at 8pm

Tickets can be purchased online at www.NYMF.org

http://www.nymf.org/Show-1216.html
http://www.michaelrasbury.com/maxunderstood.htm

CHICAGO
Save Now!

SHREK
Save 40%!

FUERZA BRUTA
Tickets $45!

In The Heights
Tickets $84!

BWW's Standing Ovations V
on Nov. 1 is 26 Days Away
Greg Jbara, Melora Hardin, Mario
Cantone, Laura Bell Bundy, Ellen
Greene, Melissa Errico, Michael Arden &

More...

WISHFUL
DRINKING
Reviews

Vigil: The
Long
Goodbye

A STEADY
'RING'

True Blood
Gets Spin-
Off

constantinem - @rockofages we do it right
http://pic.gd/90c073 more...

Most Emotional Tony Award Winning Speeches... 7
Playbill covers for the 2009-2010 season... 60
AIda the Musical Movie 55
My thoughts on OLEANNA (spoilers abound?)... 16
"One in 11,000 children will perform on Broadway"... 4

Book
Renaissance
Hotels
Discover Chic
Style, Design at
140+ Boutique-
Inspired Hotels
Worldwide.
Marriott.com/RenaissanceHotels

javascript:%20showLogin();
http://www.broadwayworld.com/tvmainnew.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/
http://broadwayworld.com/index.cfm
javascript:void(0)
http://broadwayworld.com/index.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/bwidb/
http://broadwayworld.com/topic.cfm?id=19
http://broadwayworld.com/contests.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/newlogin.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/register.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/shows/shows.php
http://broadwayworld.com/shows/shows.php?page=tour
http://broadwayworld.com/shows/shows.php?page=oshows
http://westend.broadwayworld.com/shows/shows.php?page=westend
http://broadwayworld.com/search
http://broadwayworld.com/newsdesk.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/cdsbooksdvds.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/grosses.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/gallerynew.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/tvmainnew.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/radio.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/board/
http://broadwayworld.com/board/index.php?boardname=off
http://westend.broadwayworld.com/board/
http://broadwayworld.com/board/index.php?boardname=student
http://broadwayworld.com/calendar.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/hotels.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/restaurants.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/wireless.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/nymf09.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/feedback.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/browseshows.cfm?showtype=BR
http://broadwayworld.com/photogame.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/author.cfm?authorid=207
http://broadwayworld.com/topic.cfm?id=21
http://broadwayworld.com/contests.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/tonyawards2009.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/tweets.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/settings.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/followus.cfm
http://www.twitter.com/broadwayworld
http://www.facebook.com/broadwayworld
http://broadwayworld.com/article/NYMF_Max_Understood_The_State_of_the_Autistic_20091004#post
http://broadwayworld.com/article/NYMF_Max_Understood_The_State_of_the_Autistic_20091004#post
http://broadwayworld.com/article/NYMF_Max_Understood_The_State_of_the_Autistic_20091004#%23bio
http://broadwayworld.com/article/NYMF_Max_Understood_The_State_of_the_Autistic_20091004#%23bio
http://broadwayworld.com/printcolumn.cfm?id=74075
http://broadwayworld.com/printcolumn.cfm?id=74075
http://broadwayworld.com/emailcolumn.cfm?id=74075
http://broadwayworld.com/emailcolumn.cfm?id=74075
http://broadwayworld.com/author.cfm?authorid=109
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Michael_Rasbury/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Marlon_Sherman/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Mary_Moss/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Michael_Winther/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Everett_Quinton/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Ali_Stroker/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Tricia_Burns/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/David_Schweizer/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Philip_Glass/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/people/Michael_Rasbury/
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Save_Big_With_A_Special_Razzle_Dazzle_BWW_Discount_To_Broadways_CHICAGO_20090720
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Save_Big_With_A_Special_Razzle_Dazzle_BWW_Discount_To_Broadways_CHICAGO_20090720
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/SHREK_THE_MUSICAL_Offers_SHREKtoberfest_Savings_40_Performances_at_40_Off_20090922
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/SHREK_THE_MUSICAL_Offers_SHREKtoberfest_Savings_40_Performances_at_40_Off_20090922
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Save_Big_With_BWW_Discounts_To_OffBroadway_Sensation_FUERZA_BRUTA_20090804
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Save_Big_With_BWW_Discounts_To_OffBroadway_Sensation_FUERZA_BRUTA_20090804
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Lights_Up_on_BWW_Discounts_To_The_TonyWinning_Musical_IN_THE_HEIGHTS_20090720
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Lights_Up_on_BWW_Discounts_To_The_TonyWinning_Musical_IN_THE_HEIGHTS_20090720
http://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Broadway_World_Announces_Starting_Lineup_for_STANDING_OVATIONS_V_at_Town_Hall_on_November_1_20090923
http://clk.atdmt.com/goiframe/115069871/144106565/direct/01
http://broadwayworld.com/blogs
http://broadwayworld.com/pulse
http://broadwayworld.com/showtime
http://broadwayworld.com/article/The_Varley_Factor_A_STEADY_RING_Welcome_To_Goon_Town_20091001
http://broadwayworld.com/article/Sofa_Snark_True_Blood_Gets_SpinOff_20090922
http://broadwayworld.com/tweets.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/tweets.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/tweets.cfm
http://broadwayworld.com/board/index.php
http://broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?thread=1005185
http://broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?thread=1003333
http://broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?thread=995787
http://broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?thread=1005173
http://broadwayworld.com/board/readmessage.php?thread=1005186
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BDIys78LJSp3JGZTklQe38NTNAqDdoHzKg_GuD6780Owr4KLkARABGAEgnfX0ASgEOABQ7N3yqgFgycapi8Ck2A-yARFicm9hZHdheXdvcmxkLmNvbboBCjEyMHg2MDBfYXPIAQHaAVdodHRwOi8vYnJvYWR3YXl3b3JsZC5jb20vYXJ0aWNsZS9OWU1GX01heF9VbmRlcnN0b29kX1RoZV9TdGF0ZV9vZl90aGVfQXV0aXN0aWNfMjAwOTEwMDTAAgHIAqKQsAmoAwHIAwfoAxfoA_wB6AOTA_UDAAQABA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtwWkZF34CAPUkVD_KT9KuZKY7baUw&client=ca-pub-5985687329815214&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click%3Flid%3D43000000227145139%26ds_s_kwgid%3D58000000004904689%26ds_e_adid%3D4031525292%26ds_e_matchtype%3Dcontent%26ds_url_v%3D2
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://broadwayworld.com/article/NYMF_Max_Understood_The_State_of_the_Autistic_20091004%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-5985687329815214%26adU%3DMarriott.com/RenaissanceHotels%26adT%3DBook%2BRenaissance%2BHotels%26adU%3Dwww.Skirballcenter.nyu.edu%26adT%3DTalk%2BLike%2BSinging%26adU%3Dwww.wgu.edu%26adT%3DOnline%2BSpecial%2BEd%2BDegree%26adU%3Dwww.FiniansOnBroadway.com%26adT%3DFinian%25E2%2580%2599s%2BRainbow%26gl%3DUS&usg=AFQjCNFVMjrxPFL0TuVjfsVBFyJMhFENUg
michaelrasbury
Highlight



10/5/09 5:57 AMNYMF: Max Understood: The State of the Autistic

Page 2 of 3http://broadwayworld.com/article/NYMF_Max_Understood_The_State_of_the_Autistic_20091004

Enter text right here!

Subscribe to None

Comment as a Guest, or login:

Name Email Website (optional)

Displayed next to your comments. Not displayed publicly. If you have a website, link to it
here.

Submit Comment

LoginComments

There are no comments posted yet. Be the first one!

Comments by

When we buy tickets for UK
events, we usually go to
GET ME IN! There you can
find great deals on theatre
tickets such as Oliver tickets
but also on a lot of amazing
concert tickets

Advertising Info
Contact Us
Forgot Login?
Logo Archive
Merchandise
RSS/XML Feeds 
Submit News
Your Web Site

Broadway Tickets

Wicked Tickets

Shrek Tickets

Lion King Tickets

Mamma Mia Tickets

Spiderman the Musical

Tickets 

Billy Elliot Tickets 

Jersey Boys Tickets 

A Steady Rain Tickets 

In the Heights Tickets 

Wicked Review

Jersey Boys Review

South Pacific Review

Jersey Boys Review

Whenever we want
Wicked tickets we go to
OnlineSeats. They have
the best deals on all
Broadway shows, from
Jersey Boys tickets for
the jukebox musical to
family friendly shows
with Lion King tickets
and Addams Family
tickets. Even find the
new Spiderman the
Musical tickets.

Ads by Google
  About Mothers

Post a new comment

Duncan Pflaster is an award-winning playwright (Winner, "Outstanding
New Play", 2008 MITF award; Winner, Spotlight On Award, "Best New
Play" 2005 and 2006), whose plays have been produced in New York,
New Jersey, Georgia, and Florida. He also has been known to direct,
write music, play the ukulele, and (if his arm is twisted) act.
www.duncanpflaster.com
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